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PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 
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The bulletin published by the New York State Museum on " Control 
of Household Insects," written by Ephraim Porter Pelt, contains much 
that is useful for the housewife and the nurse, and we quote extracts 
from its pages for the benefit of our readers. 

House Fleas. — These occur upon the cat and dog and may be found 
about their sleeping places. The eggs are laid in such places. The 
larvae feed upon organic matter in cracks and crevices. The flea is most 
prolific and the closing of a dwelling during warm weather affords it a 
chance to multiply. To control them, exercise care about the sleeping 
places of domestic pets. Provide a mat or blanket. This should be 
taken up frequently, shaken, and the collected dust burned. An animal 
known to be infested with fleas should have fresh pyrethrum powder 
rubbed into the hair. This will stupefy the pests, causing them to drop 
off; they should then be swept up and burned. Dusting hosiery with 
pyrethrum powder has been found effective in preventing flea bites. 
To destroy large numbers, sprinkle the floor of a room with flake 
naphthalene and close the room for twenty-four hours, or fumigate with 
hydrocyanic acid. To catch a small number of fleas, place a white cloth 
on the centre of the floor; when the fleas are attracted to it, they may 
be caught with a wet finger and put into water. 

Bedbugs. — These are especially likely to be found in old houses where 
cracks and crevices abound and where wooden beds are found. They 
may occur on boats and in sleeping cars. They feed on mice as well 
as on man, and this may account for their appearance in uninhabited 
houses. Other species live in swallows' nests and another appears on 
chickens. The eggs of the bedbug are deposited in cracks, in batches of 
from six to fifty. The insect can be controlled in old dwellings only by 
extreme vigilance. Cracks and crevices should be stopped, and the joints 
of wooden beds treated with kerosene, benzine, or hot water. The daily 
inspection and destruction of the bugs found will eliminate them in time 
unless there are inaccessible crevices. A room badly infested may be 
ftimigated with sulphur for twenty-four hours. Fumigation with hydro- 
cvauie acid is more effective but more dangerous. Ants and cock- 
roaches are natural enemies to bedbugs and feed upon them, but are 
hardly more welcome than their prey. 
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